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On Types of Knowledge 1

It suggests that, where before the 
Western world has tended to divide 
knowledge into “objective” and 
“subjective”, a less misleading way 
of speaking would think in terms of 
“public” and “private” knowledge.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 44.

On Types of Knowledge 2

The critical realism here is therefore 
essentially a relational epistemology. . . . 
This model allows fully for the actuality of 
knowledge beyond that of one’s own sense-
data (that which the ‘objectivist’ desires to 
safeguard), while also fully allowing for the 
involvement of the knower in the act of 
knowing (that upon which the 
‘subjectivist’ will rightly insist).

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 44.

On Critical Realism 1.1
“Over against both of these positions, I propose a 
form of critical realism. This is a way of describing 
the process of ‘knowing’ that acknowledges the 
reality of the thing known, as something other 
than the knower (hence ‘realism’), while also 
fully acknowledging that the only access we 
have to this reality lies along a path of 
appropriate dialogue or conversation 
between the knower and the thing 
known (hence ‘critical’). . . . »

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 35.

On Critical Realism 1.2
» . . . This path leads to critical reflection on the 
products of our enquiry into ‘reality,’ so that our 
assertions about ‘reality’ acknowledge their own 
provisionality. Knowledge, in other words, 
although in principle concerning realities 
independent of the knower, is never itself 
independent of the knower.”

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 35.
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On Worldviews 1

Worldviews “form the grid through 
which humans, both individually and 
in social groupings, perceive all of 
reality. In particular, one of the key 
features of all worldviews is the 
element of story.”

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 32.

On Stories 1

Human life, then, can be seen as grounded in 
and constituted by the implicit or explicit stories 
which humans tell themselves and one another. 
This runs contrary to the popular belief that a 
story is there to ‘illustrate’ some point or other 
which can in principle be stated without recourse 
to the clumsy vehicle of a narrative. Stories are 
often wrongly regarded as a poor person’s 
substitute for the ‘real thing’, which 
is to be found either in some abstract 
truth or in statements about ‘bare facts’.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 38.

On Stories 2

“Stories are used in personal and domestic 
discourse not merely to provide information 
about events which have taken place, but to 
embody and hence reinforce, or perhaps 
modify, a shared worldview within a family, 
an office, a club or a college. Stories thus 
provide a vital framework for experiencing the 
world. They also provide a means by which 
views of the world may be challenged.”

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 39.

On Stories 3

“Stories are, actually, particularly good at 
modifying or subverting other stories and 
their worldviews. . . . Tell someone to do 
something, and you change their life —
for a day; tell someone a story and you 
change their life.”

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 40.

Questions for Stories (1 of 2)

A. Why is this story being told? Why was 
this story chosen? Were there other 
stories that could have been chosen but 
were not?

B. Why is this story being told in the way it 
is? Could this same story have been told 
in a different way, with the same or a 
different meaning?

C. What values, perspectives, and 
worldviews are embedded and embodied 
in this story, either explicit or implicit?

Questions for Stories (2 of 2)

D. What is the actual effect (intended or 
otherwise) that this story, told in the way 
it is, has on its readers’ and/or hearers’ 
thoughts, feelings, values, sensibilities, 
actions etc.

E. What is the controlling story or 
metanarrative of which this story is a 
part and that affects how it is heard?
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This is not multiple choice;
you have only your piety, 

wit, and your hours upon 
hours of intense study

to rely upon. As an 
added grace you

have three salvation lines.
phone a friend
pick a gender
poll the class

Question #1

The study of how we know 
what we know is called?
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epistemology

Question #2

According to Wright, the 
Western world has tended 
to divide knowledge into 
two types. What are they?
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objective and
subjective

Question #3

According to Wright, what period 
of human history is responsible 
for the dichotomous split between 
objective and subjective ways of 
knowing?
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The Enlightenment

Question #4

In the previous question, the 
word “dichotomous” appeared. 
What is a dichotomy?
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A dichotomy is something that 
has been divided into two parts 
or categories, and which are 
often mutually exclusive.

Question #5

“It suggests that, where before 
the Western world has tended to 
divide knowledge into ‘objective’
and ‘subjective’, a less misleading 
way of speaking would think in 
terms of ‘public’ and ‘private’
knowledge.”
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Question #6

In response to the Enlightenment’s 
split between objective ways 
of knowing and subjective ways 
of knowing, Wright develops an 
epistemology, a theory of how we 
know what we know, which he 
calls what?
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critical realism

Question #7

According to Wright worldviews 
“form the grid through which 
humans, both individually and in 
social groupings, perceive all of 
reality. In particular, one of the 
key features of all worldviews is 
the element of story.”

W
H

O W
ANTS TO BE A

W

H
O WANTS TO B

E 
A


