
1

Theology, 
Authority 
and the 
New Testament

N. T. Wright
BISHOP OF DURHAM

What’s at stake for Wright?

Wright is concerned with the nature of 
theological truth claims. That is, Wright 
is concerned with questions about how 
one goes about making and evaluating 
claims about God, for example, claims 
about: 
• who God is
• what God is like
• what God does and does not do
• what God has done, is doing, will do

Fact or Opinion?

2 + 2 = 4

Emma is so funny.

The Declaration of Independence was 
signed in 1796.

Thaddaeus’ favorite color is yellow.

That was a really good movie.

What’s the Difference?

A factual statement reveals something 
about the object in question, the 
truthfulness or falsity of which is 
independent of the person making the 
statement; while an opinion reveals 
something about the person making the 
statement but nothing about the object 
about which they speak. 

Fact or Opinion?

O. J. Simpson murdered Nicole Brown 
Simpson and Ronald Goldman.

Human beings descended from apes.

Jesus is God.

On Theology 1 (1 of 2)

Theology, . . ., turns the spotlight on cer-
tain particular dimensions of the world-
view, of any worldview. It is possible to 
suggest a sharply focused definition of 
theology: theology is the study of gods, 
or a god. It is also quite common, to work 
with a more wide-ranging definition, 
interacting with elements of the 
worldview-pattern: »

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 126.

On Theology 1 (2 of 2)

» theology suggests certain ways 
of telling the story, explores certain 
ways of answering the questions, 
offers particular interpretations of 
the symbols, and suggests and 
critiques certain forms of praxis.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 126.

On Theology 2 (1 of 2)

Theology thus tells stories about 
human beings and the world, 
stories which involve either a being 
not reducible to materialist analysis 
or at least a provocative space within 
the story-line where such a
being might, by implication, 
be located. »

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 127.2.

On Theology 2 (2 of 2)

» In the light of this story-telling 
activity, theology asks questions, 
as to whether there is a god, what 
relation this god has to the world in 
which we live, and what if anything 
this god is doing, or will do, about 
putting it to rights.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 127.2.
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On Revelation 1

Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud persuaded 
a whole generation to be skeptical of 
revelation, and to see it not as 
pointing beyond itself to a divine 
reality but as pointing back to other 
aspects of human individual and/or 
corporate existence and identity.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 128.5.

On Revelation 2

Equally . . . theologians have not found 
it at all easy to move beyond a belief 
in revelation itself to actual statements 
about the divine. Such statements all 
too easily collapse into restatements of 
the revelatory mode itself. Analysis of 
the actual being of a god, of 
‘divine substance’, is conceived 
as highly problematic.

N. T. Wright, The New Testament and the People of God, 128.5.

Question #1

There are four things which world-
views characteristically do, in each 
of which the entire worldview can 
be glimpsed. First, . . ., worldviews 
provide the stories through which 
human beings view reality.
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Question #2

Second, from these stories one can 
in principle discover how to answer 
the basic questions that determine 
human existence: who are we, 
where are we, what is wrong, 
and what is the solution?
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Question #3

Third, the stories that express 
the worldview, and the answers 
which it provides to the questions 
of identity, environment, evil and 
eschatology, are expressed ... 
in cultural symbols.
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Question #4

In the last question, the 
word eschatology appeared. 
Eschatology is the study 
of what?
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the last things

Question #5

Fourth, worldviews include a praxis, 
a way-of-being in the world.... 
[The] real shape of someone’s 
worldview can often be seen in 
the sort of actions they perform, 
particularly if the actions are so 
instinctive or habitual as 
to be taken for granted.
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Question #6

Worldviews are thus the basic 
stuff of human existence, the lens
through which the world is seen, the 
blueprint for how one should live in 
it, and above all the sense of identity
and place which enables human 
beings to be what they are.
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Question #7

Theology suggests certain ways of 
telling the story, explores certain 
ways of answering the questions, 
offers particular interpretations 
of the symbols, and suggests and 
critiques certain forms of praxis.
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