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Directions. This constitutes the essay portion of your first exam (= 50% of the 
total exam grade). Choose one of the following on which to write a theological 
reflection essay of 300–400 words (no more no less) to be turned in at the 
beginning of class on Thursday (no late submissions will be accepted). You 
may use any written resources at your disposal, but you may not discuss 
the questions with anyone, including me. Essays that receive the highest 
marks will be those that engage in emphathetic listening and theological 
reflection, that interact with the course materials in significant ways, and that 
show some independence of thought and/or creativity. Beyond that you are 
being given significant freedom in how you go about engaging the ideas below.  

 
 
1. Worldviews “form the grid through which humans, both individually and in social groupings, 

perceive all of reality. In particular, one of the key features of all worldviews is the element of 
story” (Wright, “Knowledge”, 32). 

2. “Stories are used in personal and domestic discourse not merely to provide information 
about events which have taken place, but to embody and hence reinforce, or perhaps mod-
ify, a shared worldview within a family, an office, a club or a college. Stories thus provide a 
vital framework for experiencing the world. They also provide a means by which views of the 
world may be challenged” (Wright, “Knowledge”, 39). 

3. “Stories are, actually, particularly good at modifying or subverting other stories and their 
worldviews. . . . Tell someone to do something, and you change their life — for a day; tell 
someone a story and you change their life” (Wright, “Knowledge”, 40). 

4. Theology thus tells stories about human beings and the world, stories which involve either a 
being not reducible to materialist analysis or at least a provocative space within the story-
line where such a being might, by implication, be located. In the light of this story-telling ac-
tivity, theology asks questions, as to whether there is a god, what relation this god has to the 
world in which we live, and what if anything this god is doing, or will do, about putting it to 
rights” (Wright, “Authority,” 127). 

5. “The significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection can only be grasped if we realize that Je-
sus was taking on himself God’s purposes for Israel” (Wright, “Biblical,” 14). 

6. “I find in your Bible a unique interpretation of universal history, the history of the whole of 
creation and the history of the human race. And therefore a unique interpretation of the hu-
man person as a responsible actor in human history. That is unique. There is nothing else I 
nthe whole religious literature of the world to put alongside it” (Newbigin, Walk, 4). 

7. I do not think it is really possible for us to know God, either to know that God exists or, if God 
exists, to know what God is like. The only think that we really know is our own belief in God 
and our own views of what God is like. We can have beliefs about God but not knowledge of 
God. Consequently, when I express my belief in God and my beliefs about what God is like, 
I am not really saying anything about God, only something about myself. 

 


