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GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Course Details 

Title and Code:  Basic Christian Beliefs (REL 223 A) 
Meeting Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays • 10:30–11:45 a.m. 

Location: Davis 304 
Instructor:  J. Ted Blakley 

Email: blakley@fuller.edu 
Position in  

Curriculum:  
Meets general education Foundations of Faith re-
quirements and Christian Heritage requirement for 
Religion & Philosophy and Christian Studies majors 

Course Description  
In this course, our primary objective is, as individuals and as a learning 
community, to actively and critically engage in theological inquiry, re-
flection, and discourse, more particularly, distinctively Christian theo-
logical inquiry, reflection, and discourse. We shall not simply learn about 
Christian theology (its history, concepts, and major contributors); in-
stead we are going to engage in the theological task itself, learning and 
practicing to view our lives, our world, and their various problems and 
solutions from a fundamentally orthodox Christian perspective and 
worldview. In short, in this course, we are going to do Christian theology. 
 Now, given such a description, it might well appear that one would 
have to be a Christian, or even a particular type of Christian, to partici-
pate in this course. Yet, being a Christian is necessary neither for mak-
ing significant contributions nor for achieving a high grade for our doing 
of theology shall occur within an academic context not a faith context. 
Consequently, personal faith (or a lack of personal faith, for that mat-
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ter) is not required, merely the intellectual effort and ability to inquire 
into, reflect upon, and discuss a variety of issues from a given theo-
logical framework and perspective, which will be presented and clari-
fied throughout the extent of the course. 
 We will focus upon the Christian Story as it is presented in the Old 
and New Testaments of the Christian Bible seeking to understand, 
from an orthodox Christian perspective, the interrelated questions of 
who God is (what God has done, is doing, and will do) and who we are 
as human beings (why we are here and what we are to be, become, 
and do). More specifically, we will explore and discuss a “Trinitarian-
Incarnational” reading of the Christian Story all of which is oriented to 
and by Jesus of Nazareth. As the author of one of our principal texts 
writes, the theological theme of this course is: “The meaning and 
shape of our life together as a community of persons is grounded in 
the inner life of God, the Trinity, and has been revealed to us in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.”1 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
1. Theological Reflection. To gain experience in and increasing flu-

ency in thinking theologically and in engaging in theological reflec-
tion and discourse , in one’s own reading, study, and reflection and 
in open dialogue with others. Given that belief and faith (be it reli-
gious or secular) are often quite personal matters, such that dis-
cussions of a religious nature can often produce more heat that fire, 
one of our principle goals will be to develop the skill of empathetic 
listening, which is the ability to listen with a non-evaluative and non-
judgmental ear, the sole goal of which is to understand what an-
other is attempting to communicate. 

 
2. The Christian Story. To develop a narrative-critical appreciation for 

the basic elements of the Christian Story, its major characters and 
plot developments, so as to be able to describe how the various 
elements interrelate and to be able to re-present and retell the 
Christian Story. 

 
3. Trinitarian-Incarnational Paradigm. To develop an understanding of 

the basic trinitarian-incarnational paradigm presented throughout 
the course in order to be able to articulate the various ways in 
which this paradigm informs and guides Christian theological de-
velopments and reflection. 

 

                                                            
1 Michael Jinkins, Invitation to Theology: A Guide to Study, Conversion, and Practice 
(Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity, 2001), 19. 
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4. Theological Concepts and Terminology. To be able to define the 
basic concepts and terminology associated with Christian theologi-
cal discourse, and to be able to articulate the relationships between 
the various aspects of Christian theology. For example, to be able 
to articulate the relationship between the concepts of revelation and 
reconciliation or how the orthodox Christian concepts of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation relates to views of atonement and salvation. 

Learning Methods 
Given the intended learning outcomes, the methods employed in this 
course are varied and designed to achieve the intended goals. They 
include mini-lectures, class and small group discussions, and regular 
reading and writing. 

Requirements 
1. Regular class attendance is assumed. Borderline issues in terms of 

the final grade will be based upon class attendance. 
 
2. Keeping up with the daily reading and journal assignments is ex-

tremely important for this course. Class lectures, discussions, and 
participation in small groups presuppose every student’s careful 
reading and written reflections on the material, making this an im-
perative. On average expect to devote six hours a week outside of 
our regular meeting times for reading, reflection, and exam prepa-
ration. 

 
3. Maintaining an up-to-date theological reflection journal, which ac-

counts for the bulk of your assessed work (details provided below). 
 
4. Two written exams, examining the student’s knowledge of and criti-

cal interaction with the material and issues presented in the reading 
and in class lectures and discussions. Exam times are stated in the 
schedule and will only be given at assigned times, except in the 
case of an emergency. 

Assessment 
Theological Reflection Journal = 70% 
 1. Reflection Journal 1 = 10%  Thursday, September 13 
 2. Reflection Journal 2 = 20% Tuesday, October 16 
 3. Reflection Journal 3 = 40% Tuesday, November  

Class Examinations = 30% 
 4. Examination 1 = 10% Thursday, September 13 
 5. Examination 2 = 20% Thursday, December 13 
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HONOR CODE Sanctions and Procedures: 
Part of the value of an Academic Honor Code and Sanctions for Honor 
Code violations is that it allows faculty and students to have a clear in-
dication of how specific types of “cheating” and violations of academic 
integrity are addressed. (See page 18/19 of the Friends University 
Catalog.) 
 

Academic Integrity Process 
 
Sanctions for first time offenses: 
The professor suspects and verifies violation of the honor code and no-
tifies the Division Chair/Program Director who sends the information 
via a form to the Registrar to check for priors.  The professor meets 
with the student to discuss the problem.  If the student has no priors, 
he or she can admit and accept the sanction (generally a zero for the 
assignment). If the student disagrees, a meeting with the Division 
Chair/Program Director is scheduled.  If the student then agrees to the 
sanction, notification is sent to the adviser and appropriate division 
chair/program director. The case is closed and filed in the Registrar’s 
office. If there is no agreement, the case is sent to the Academic Integ-
rity Board for a final decision. 
 
Sanctions if there has been a prior offense: 
All second (or 2+) time offenses and those where the student doesn’t 
agree with the sanctions will be heard by the Academic Integrity Board.  
If the student is deemed not guilty, the case is closed and the informa-
tion is filed in the Registrar’s office.  If the student is found responsible, 
sanctions could include a failing grade for the course, a notation on the 
transcript, suspension or expulsion from the university or any combina-
tion of these sanctions. 
 
Examples of Academic Dishonesty: 
 
1. Cheating: using unauthorized notes, study aids, or information on 

an examination; altering a graded work after it has been returned, 
then submitting the work for re-grading; allowing another person to 
do one's work and submitting that work under one's own name; 
submitting identical or similar papers for credit in more than one 
course without prior permission from the course instructors.  

 
2. Plagiarism: submitting material that in part or whole is not entirely 

one's own work without attributing those same portions to their cor-
rect source.  
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3. Fabrication: falsifying or inventing any information, data or citation; 
presenting data that were not gathered in accordance with standard 
guidelines defining the appropriate methods for collecting or gener-
ating data and failing to include an accurate account of the method 
by which the data were gathered or collected. 

  
4.  Obtaining an Unfair Advantage: (a) stealing, reproducing, circu-

lating or otherwise gaining access to examination materials prior to 
the time authorized by the instructor; (b) stealing, destroying, defac-
ing or concealing library materials with the purpose of depriving 
others of their use; (c) unauthorized collaborating on an academic 
assignment (d) retaining, possessing, using or circulating previously 
given examination materials, where those materials clearly indicate 
that they are to be returned to the instructor at the conclusion of the 
examination; (e) intentionally obstructing or interfering with another 
student's academic work (f) unauthorized consultation with other 
students personally, or use of any electronic devices or (g) other-
wise undertaking activity with the purpose of creating or obtaining 
an unfair academic advantage over other students' academic work. 

  
5. Aiding and Abetting Academic Dishonesty: (a) providing mate-

rial, information, or other assistance to another person with knowl-
edge that such aid could be used in any of the violations stated 
above, or (b) providing false information in connection with any in-
quiry regarding academic integrity. 

  
6. Falsification of Records and Official Documents: altering docu-

ments affecting academic records; forging signatures of authoriza-
tion or falsifying information on an official academic document, 
grade report, letter of permission, petition, drop/add form, ID card, 
or any other official University document. 

  
7. Unauthorized Access to computerized academic or administrative 

records or systems: viewing or altering computer records, modifying 
computer programs or systems, releasing or dispensing information 
gained via unauthorized access, or interfering with the use or avail-
ability of computer systems or information.  

 
 

Examples of academic dishonesty used by permission of the North-
western University Undergraduate Academic Conduct Committee. 
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DETAILED COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Introduction 
The following section of the syllabus provides more specific details with 
regard to the class schedule, the required reading, and the nature of 
your theological reflection journals, the latter of which 
comprises the bulk of your assessed work. 

Blackboard 
This course works with Blackboard, which can be ac-
cessed by going to the University’s homepage 
(www.friends.edu) and selecting “Current Students » 
Blackboard” from the dropdown menu. Consult Blackboard regularly 
(read daily) to check for announcements and especially to get the de-
tails for class reading and journaling assignments.  
 The Assignments feature will be the most utilized feature of Black-
board. Posted here will be the class readings along with any back-
ground information that will aid your reading and theological reflection, 
including areas to focus upon, technical terms to look for, questions to 
guide reflection, questions to respond to in your journal, and any addi-
tional resources that may be of help (e.g., articles, books, internet re-
sources, audios, videos, etc.). 

Tentative Class Schedule 
The following class schedule is tentative and so is subject to modifica-
tion throughout the semester; therefore, consult the Assignments fea-
ture on Blackboard for the current class schedule, which also provides 
additional details regarding the readings.  
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PART 1 — THE CHRISTIAN STORY 
   PREPARATION TOPIC 

1.1 Thu 23 — Theological Discourse and Reflection 
Where Christian God Talk Begins 

2.2 Tue 28 Bible, Acts 2:1–47 The Theological Beginning of Christianity  A
U

G
U

ST

2.3 Thu 30 Knowledge, 31–46 (16) Stories are Serious Business I 

3.4 Tue 4 Authority, 121–44 (16) Stories are Serious Business II 
3.5 Thu 6 Walk, 3–42 (40) The Christian Story I — Old Testament 
4.6 Tue 11 Walk, 45–85 (41)  The Christian Story II — New Testament 
4.7 Thu 13 Anglican, 1–3 (3) Examination 1 SE

PT
EM

B
ER

  Prepare Journal 1 Theological Reflection Journal 1 

PART 2 — BASIC CHRISTIAN BELIEFS 
  PREPARATION TOPIC 

5.8 Tue 18 Ministry, 61–74 (14) Trinitarian-Incarnational Paradigm I 
5.9 Thu 20 Immanent,  

163–64; 200–15 (14) 
Trinitarian-Incarnational Paradigm II 

6.10 Tue 25 Invitation, 15–27 (13)  
Invitation, 29–41 (13) 

Introduction 
What’s the Use of Theology? SE

PT
EM

 B
ER

6.11 Thu 27 Invitation, 42–59 (18) Methods in the Madness 
Scripture, Tradition, and Authority 

7.12 Tue 2 Invitation, 60–76 (17) I Believe in God 

7.13 Thu 4 Invitation, 77–93 (17) I Believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Creator of Heaven and Earth 

8.14 Tue 9 Invitation, 94–123 (30) I Believe in Jesus Christ,  
His Only Son, Our Lord 

8.15 Thu 11 Invitation, 124–153 (30) Conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered, Dead and Buried 

9.16 Tue 16 Invitation, 154–182 (29) Our Humanity in Light of Jesus Christ 

  Prepare Journal 2 Theological Reflection Journal 2 

O
C

TO
B

ER

— Thu 18 Fall Break — No Classes 
10.17 Tue 23 Invitation, 183–209 (27) The Holy Spirit 

10.18 Thu 25 Invitation, 210–234 (25) The Holy Catholic Church 

11.19 Tue 30 To be announced . . .  Dr. Elmer M. Colyer 
“What Is Trinitarian Salvation?” 

11.20 Thu 1 Invitation, 235–247 (13) The Forgiveness of Sins 
12.21 Tue 6 Atonement, 58–78 (21) 

Vicarious, 5–7 (2) 
The Vicarious Humanity of Christ 

N
O

VE
M

B
ER

12.22 Thu 8 Invitation, 248–260 (13) The Resurrection of the Body  
and the Life Everlasting 
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PART 3 — SPECIAL TOPICS 
  PREPARATION TOPIC 

13.23 Tue 13 Resurrection, 111–27 (17) The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus 
13.24 Thu 15 Lord, 1–5 (5) The Scandal of Particularity 
14.25 Tue 20 Prepare Journal 3 Theological Reflection Journal 3 

— Thu 22 Thanksgiving Break — No Classes 
15.26 Tue 27 Worship, 13–41 (26) Worship and the Trinity 

N
O

VE
M

B
ER

15.27 Thu 29 Worship, 43–67 (25) Worship and the Priesthood of Christ 

16.28 Tue 4 Worship, 69–94 (26) Worship and the Sacraments 

16.29 Thu 6 Worship, 95–125 (31) Gender, Sexuality, and Theological Talk 

 Tue 11 Prepare for Exam 2 Finals Week • No Classes 

D
EC

EM
B

ER

 Thu 13 Prepare for Exam 2 Examination 2 • 10:00 – 12:00 a.m. 
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Required Texts 
The following books are the required texts and are to be purchased. If 
you have a modern English translation (not paraphrase) of the Bible 
other than the NRSV you may use it instead. The bold text is the ab-
breviation employed in the “Tentative Class Schedule.” 
 

 

Bible 
The New Oxford  
Annotated Bible:  
New Revised  
Standard  
Version  
with the  
Apocrypha 
  

Walk 
Lesslie Newbigin  
 
A Walk through  
the Bible  
 
Westminster  
John Knox,  
1999.  

   
Invitation 

Michael Jinkins 
 

Invitation to  
Theology: 

A Guide to Study, 
Conversion, and 

Practice  
 

InterVarsity, 2001.  

Worship
James B. Torrance

Worship, 
Community, 

and the Triune 
God of Grace

InterVarsity,
1996.  

    

 

Pocket 
Grenz 
Guretzki 
Nordling 
 
Pocket Dictionary  
of Theological 
Terms 
 
InterVarsity, 1999.  

   Course Reader 
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Theological Reflection Journal 
This course requires the development and maintenance of an up-to-
date theological reflection journal, as the primary means by which the 
course’s primary objective is to be accomplished, namely, developing 
the ability to think theologically and so engage in theological reflection 
and discourse. The perceived value of this activity is reflected in its ac-
counting for seventy percent of the final grade. Research has shown 
how valuable learning journals can be across a variety of disciplines 
(even in math and science), and they are particularly suited to engen-
dering critical theological reflection. In this course, the theological re-
flection journal serves three main ends. (1) Journaling increases one’s 
involvement with the subject matter of the course as participants are 
required to engage critically with the readings for each class meeting, 
contributing to what researchers call “deep learning.” (2) In turn, such 
active engagement with the daily readings better prepares students for 
the class discussions and mini-lectures, increasing the likelihood that 
more students will participate in class and that their contributions will 
be better informed, all of which can make for more dynamic, interest-
ing, and meaningful learning environment. (3) Finally, studies suggest 
that students learn more when they find the course material relevant to 
their own lives. Given that significant freedom is given to students re-
garding what topics and issues they wish to reflect upon, it is expected 
that the theological reflection journals will increase students’ learning.  
 
1. Format. Your journals can be handwritten (pen or pencil), word 

processed, or blogged. If handwritten, I request that the writing be 
neat and legible, and I recommend a loose-leaf format since you 
will be without your journal when it is being assessed.  

 
2. Level of Formality. Your journal may be composed in a formal or 

informal style. By informal, I mean that it can be written in first per-
son with you as its intended audience, essentially an orderly tran-
script of your thoughts and reflections.2 You may use non-standard 
English as grammar and spelling will not be assessed. That being 
said, informal does not mean carelessness or laxity in thought; your 
writing must still manifest clarity of thought and logic of argument. 
There are many advantages in adopting an informal approach. 
Many people find that their thoughts flow more freely. In terms of 
audience, you might wish to present your journal as a collection of 
letters to a real or imagined person where you are explaining to 
them what you are learning, and which would require you to adopt 

                                                            
2  I say orderly because stream of consciousness will not be accepted. In high school, I 
always had trouble with James Joyce, and so I’m not sure how I would assess it.  
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a language and level of technicality appropriate to the situation. If 
you choose this route, you will need to include some footnoting or 
parenthetical comments where you engage with the more technical 
aspects of the material you are interacting with. Of course, if you 
prefer, you may adopt a more formal style of writing, or you may 
find that a combination of formal and informal is most beneficial. 

 
3. Level of Privacy. While learning journals are not quite like diaries, 

especially given that they are assessed, they can nevertheless be 
quite personal, and may include thoughts, feelings, or experiences 
you would prefer to keep private. Consequently, if you would prefer 
that your journal (or at least certain portions of it) remain private, 
please indicate this in your journal by writing “private” or “anony-
mous” (which means you do not mind if the contents are discussed 
but you would like your name to not be included). Just so you 
know, as a matter of course, I would never reveal or discuss the 
contents of a student’s journal with a class or any other student 
without obtaining permission. Moreover, when discussing a stu-
dent’s journal work with colleagues, I would normally discuss it as 
anonymous. 

 
4. Organization. Your journal should manifest a consistent organiza-

tion in terms of headings, font size, etc. so that it is easy to follow. 
For each entry, please include the date of the entry and identify 
with a few keywords the main topic or topics of discussion. Also, 
your entry should include some indication of what reading or issue 
you are engaging. 

 
5. Frequency and Length of Entry. As for frequency of entry, you 

should make at least three significant entries per week, one for 
each reading and then an additional one, which might return to un-
answered questions or unexplored avenues from the previous re-
flections, or perhaps might address issues presented and/or 
discussed in class. As for length of entry, it is very difficult to put a 
minimum or maximum number of words on this; it really depends 
upon the particular reading or topic. Some entries will be longer 
than others. Just realize, you cannot do an adequate job of theo-
logical reflection without some content, that is, without a decent 
among of words. At the same time, there can be too many words. 
Rambling, while sometimes acceptable, is not necessarily reflec-
tion, and there is something to be said for moderation and discipline 
in one’s thinking.  
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6. Assessment. As the course develops, we will talk in greater detail 
about what I am looking for from your journaling and how your jour-
nals will be assessed, but in general the primary criteria will be criti-
cal reflection and empathetic listening (i.e., the ability to represent 
another person’s argument or point of view without evaluation or 
judgment), which are the skills one needs to develop to participate 
in any sort of academic discourse. That being said, it is doubtful 
that each and every entry will be a model of critical reflection and/or 
empathetic listening; but both of these should be exhibited through-
out your journal. When I assess your journal, I will have you identify 
a number of entries that you regard as possessing the above quali-
ties. I will also look at the journal as a whole and include that in my 
assessment, but the items you have chosen will be assessed more 
closely and will receive more weight. 

 
8. Bring Journal to Every Class. Since the reflection journals serve 

in part to prepare you for the upcoming class discussion and mini-
lecture, the journals should be brought to class. If they are word 
processed or blogged, I recommend printing them out and bringing 
along (this is a good idea anyway so that you will have a hardcopy 
backup). Additionally, if we ever take time to journal in class, make 
sure it is included in your electronic journal.  

 
Well, I am almost out of space and, in any case, I have run out of time. 
I need to get this to the copy center in the morning, and my little girl 
Emma has just woken up and is having trouble getting back to sleep, 
so any additional information I have regarding your theological reflec-
tion journals will be communicated to you in class.  
  
 




