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WHY is it that when we proclaim following a scripture

reading in worship, it sounds so implausible?

It is because the church—across denominations—has slipped into

such bad habits for reading and presenting the scriptural text aloud, that it

scarcely sounds like anything God would say. How could the Word of God

be as boring as we make it out to be?What is needed are guides for reading

that will help our lectors restore the life and meaning to the texts we read

eachSunday.

J. Ted Blakley has given us another of his helpful lector guides. Read-

ers will find material to understand each text in the commentary section

and performance suggestions for reading the texts with understanding.

This is an indispensable resource for congregations who follow the lection-

ary and desire to let people hear and understand .

“It is a wonderful privilege to belong to a church that uses a lectionary

rather than relying on a narrow range of scriptures chosen by the pastor,

but the other side of the privilege is that we read all sorts of passages with-

out being sure what they are about. It is a huge privilege to read scripture

in church, and these introductions will help readers do so in a way that

brings the passage home to the people.They will help preachers too.”
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In 2006, the 75th General Convention adopted the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) as the official lectionary

of The Episcopal Church, thereby replacing the Episcopal Eucharistic Lectionary found in .

The RCL went into official use Advent 2007. Many congregations have already made the switch to the RCL, but

. So, if you have not already done so,

The Book of Common Prayer

all congregations are expected to be using it by Advent 2010 make the switch now!

LECTERN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200

This beautiful volume seeks to fulfill the rubrical desire that

the lessons be read from a book “of appropriate size and

dignity” (BCP, 406). The interior pages are an easy-to-turn,

heavyweight, ivory paper with gold edges. The print is crisp,

clean, and large enough to read easily from the lectern.

• Hardback

• 672 pages

• 8¾ × 10¾ × 2

• Red Ribbon Marker

•

A red ribbon marker

makes it easy to

find your place.

FREE S&H

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY — EPISCOPAL EDITION

publishes in three editions, each of which uses

the translation of the Bible.

These editions include the contemporary version of the

Collects of the Day found in the , and the texts for the Response (Psalm orCanticle) are taken, whenever possible, from the

are burgundy red with gold-foil embossing on the front cover and spine,

THE REVISEDCOMMON LECTIONARY: EPISCOPAL EDITION

NRSV The and editions are identical in content and pagination. Both

editions contain all of the readings (Lesson, Response, Epistle, Gospel) for the three-year cycle (Years A, B, C) for Sundays as

well as for the Holy Days and Special Occasions of the church year.

The contains all of the Gospel readings for Sundays, major Holy Days, and Special Occasions. All three

editions and each includes an index of scriptures in

canonical order making it convenient to find readings for special services.

DESKTOP-PEW LECTERN

GOSPEL BOOK

BCP

BCP.

MAKE THE SWITCH NOW!

REVISED

COMMON

LECTIONARY

EPISCOPAL EDITION

NEW REVISED

STANDARD VERSION

3 YEAR CYCLE

DESKTOP-PEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30

This edition is just the right size to place in a

pew or to live on your desk, and it is sturdy

enough to carry around

with you on hospital visits.

It comes equipped with an

Ota-Bind Layflat Binding,

which allows the book to lie

flat after it has been opened

a few times.

• Ota-Bind Layflat Binding

• Flexible Lexatone Cover

• 672 pages

• 6 × 9 × 1

®

®

®

978-0-9618-1124-2

978-0-9618-1127-3

978-0-9618-1126-6

RCLEE-D

RCLEE-GB

RCLEE-L

Desktop-Pew

Gospel Book

Lectern

To order, call ( ), fax , or email .1-800-365-0439 316-721-5012 stmarkspress@gmail.comMon–Fri • 9:00–4:00 • CST

Quantity Discounts Available

GOSPEL BOOK . . . . . . . . . . . $150

This beautiful book is suitable for use in

procession as-is, or it may be inserted into

your own ornate cover. The interior pages are

an easy-to-turn, heavyweight, ivory paper with

gold edges. A red ribbon marker makes it easy

to find your place.

• Hardback

• 263 pages

• 8¾ × 10¾ × 1

• Red Ribbon Marker

• FREE S&H
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RCL
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Early 2011
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YEAR B

Coming Fall 2011

978-0-9618-1129-7

Coming Fall 2011

978-0-9618-1125-9

LGCa

LGCb

LGCc

Year A

Year B

Year C

$20
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A Lector’s Guide and Commentary
to the Revised Common Lectionary
by J. Ted Blakley (M.Div., Ph.D.)

For Anyone Who Wants to Read the Bible with Understanding

J. TED BLAKLEY
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& COMMENTARY

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY

TO THE

A LECTOR’S GUIDE

YEAR C

Now Available

This new lector’s guide assists those whose calling, responsibility, and privilege it is

to proclaim the Word of God through the public reading of Holy Scripture. It pro-

vides a brief, reliable commentary for each lectionary reading, and then offers sug-

gestions for how the text can be delivered, so that the biblical Story might have its

full impact on the Christian community gathered for worship. Pronunciations for

words and names are also included.The Guide is for use by any congrega-

tion or tradition that follows the Revised Common Lectionary, and even includes the

adaptations authorized for use inThe EpiscopalChurch.

Although designed first and foremost for lectors and lay readers, the Guide has

also been written with other uses in mind. For example, it can be used to trigger dis-

cussions in a Sunday school class or small group Bible study, or to serve as a resource

for personal study, reflection, and devotion. It can also assist lay Eucharistic minis-

ters when delivering the Word and Sacrament to the homebound and hospitalized,

and even function as a first stop for preachers and teachers. In short,

is for anyone who wants to read the Bible with understanding.

unfamiliar

A Lector’sGuide

andCommentary

Ota-Bind Layflat Binding • Long-Lasting Cover • 6 × 9 • 450 pp. • 2010

For full reviews and sample pages, visit

®

www.stmarkspress.net.

Quantity Discounts Available

THE SCARED LECTOR mounts the steps, adjusts behind the eagle or the angel or the plain old

book stand and squeaks out the Epistle, never having seen the passage before.

is here to help that reader. A mighty help it should prove to all readers,

because it has everything we need to make readings meaningful. . . . Blakley’s tone is support-

ive and encouraging, sometimes wry; his style, always plain and clear.

A Lector’sGuide

and Commentary

Martha K. Baker in

The Rev. Kenneth D. Aldrich in

Episcopal Life

The Living Church

THE READING OF SACRED SCRIPTURE is foundational to our worship. No other Christian

group surpasses Anglicans with respect to the amount of scriptures solemnly read in our wor-

ship. But while our liturgy is wonderfully rich in biblical readings, the reading itself can, on occa-

sion, leave something to be desired. St. Mark’s Press and Dr. J.Ted Blakley have produced this

guide to enable churches to raise their standards of liturgical lection — whether good or medi-

ocre at present — to a new level of excellence. . . . The advent of the RCL presents the church

with new challenges and opportunities for relating scripture and worship.This book is an admi-

rable response to the challenge — at once highly practical and intellectually engaging. Its fine

scholarship commends it not only to Episcopalians butChristians of other traditions as well.

Reviews

J. Ted Blakley (M.Div., Ph.D.) received his Master of Divinity from Fuller

Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California and his doctoral degree in

Biblical Studies from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland. He cur-

rently serves as Executive Director andScholar in Residence forSt. Mark’s

Press inWichita, Kansas where he and his wife, Rebekah, reside with their

three children — Emma (9),Thaddaeus (6), and Esther (1).

Also useful for . . .

Sunday School classes

small group Bible studies

personal study and devotion

teaching preparation

sermon preparation

For Anyone Who Wants to Read the Bible with Understanding

J. TED BLAKLEY

YEAR A

& COMMENTARY

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY

TO THE

A LECTOR’S GUIDE

RESOURCES FOR THE REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY



G e rE VE[
Ye rSELF;^

G h rod’s E E!

A F O R T Y- D A Y J O U R N E Y R E P E N T A N C Eo f

To order, call ( ), fax , or email .1-800-365-0439 316-721-5012 stmarkspress@gmail.comMon–Fri • 9:00–4:00 • CST

The Very Reverend Kate Moorehead is an Episcopal priest who serves as Dean

of St. John’s Cathedral in Jacksonville, Florida. Her previous published writings

include (2004) and

(2006). Kate and her husband JD

reside in Florida with their three sons: Luke, Jacob, and Max.

BetweenTwo Worlds: Daily Readings for Advent Organic God:

Lenten Meditations on the Words of Jesus

To the first century, Jesus proclaimed, “Repent, for the kingdom ofGod is at hand!” But

what would he announce to the twenty-first century, to a world devoted to the cult of self?

Kate Moorehead offers an evocative suggestion:

In this book of Lenten meditations, Moorehead reflects pastorally on the nature of sin

and repentance in our contemporary context. Repentance is not about focusing more and

more attention upon ourselves, upon our foibles, faults and failures. Rather, it is a process

whereby we shift our attention away from ourselves to God. By focusing upon Jesus and his

way of doing things, Moorehead offers a vision for a practice of repentance that helps us

address all the ways we separate ourselves from God, while avoiding “the ruts of self-

absorption and self-analysis that are so prevalent in our time and culture.” In

, we embark on a journey of repentance that saves us from ourselves and

frees us for a vibrant life withGod.

Get over yourselves!God’s here!

Get OverYour-

self; God’s Here!

Paperback • Perfect Bound • 5½ × 7½ • 192 pp. • 978-0-9618-1128-0 • 2009
For more information and sample pages, .visit www.stmarkspress.net

$14

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER LECTIONARY RESOURCES

A Lector’s Guide to the Episcopal Eucharistic Lectionary . . $3
by Frank Mulligan

Episcopal Eucharistic Lectionary (NRSV) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21

NEW REVISED

STANDARD VERSION

3 YEAR CYCLE

This guide is to assist in the understanding of the

Word both by the Lectors and Lay Readers and by

those who listen to them. It contains an outline of the

general sense of the passages assigned for Sunday

readings, along with suggestions for the vocal

presentation of the text. This guide is for

use with the Episcopal Eucharistic

Lectionary, both and .

(paperback • 5½ × 8 • 237 pages)

RSV NRSV

This lectionary contains the texts of all the Propers for the

three-year appointed readings, the texts of the appointed

Psalms, and the collects from (both traditional and

contemporary). It also contains the readings for the week-

days in Holy Week and Easter Week and for the Holy Days

in the Calendar.

(Sturdy Lexatone® cover • Ota-Bind® Layflat Binding •

navy blue • 6 × 9 • 518 pages)

BCP

BCP

NEW REVISED

STANDARD VERSION

3 YEAR CYCLE

A Study Guide to C. S. Lewis’ . . . . . . . $10The Screwtape Letters
by Dr. Frank S. Kastor

This is an excellent study of

by C. S. Lewis. The study guide provides an enjoy-

able and thought-provoking examination of

Christian living. Session lengths and number of

sessions are flexible. The Study Guide is designed

for participants as well as leadership. The study

guide is in a workbook format with pages

containing space for written responses to the

suggested discussion topics.  Leadership of study

groups does not require an expertise in C. S. Lewis

or his works. (bound • 8½ × 11 • 93 pages)

The Screwtape Letters

This catechumenal program is specifically designed for adults who

would like to deepen their faith, their relationship to God, and

their sense of vocation by engaging in the process of baptismal

renewal. It can also be adapted for use with those who were

baptized as children and are preparing for confirmation as

adults. It can be used with baptized, confirmed Episcopal-

ians who are returning after a period of absence, and for

those who were baptized in another communion and are

considering affiliation with the Episcopal Church.

(3-hole loose leaf • 8½ × 11 • 91 pages)

Living into Our Baptism: A Guide to Ongoing Congregational and

PersonalGrowth in Christian Faith and Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10
by JohnWesterhoff and Caroline Hughes

INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL GROUP STUDIES

$3

JANUARY–MARCH 2011

LENTLENT

by Kate Moorehead

Get OverYourself; God’s Here!
A Forty-Day Journey of Repentance

OTHER PUBLICATIONS BY ST. MARK’S PRESS
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THE LECTIONARY CARD™
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY:  EPISCOPAL EDITION

ADVENT

CHRISTMAS

Advent 1 •

Advent 2

Advent 3

Advent 4

Christmas Day I

Christmas Day II

Christmas Day III

Isaiah 2:1–5

Psalm 122

Romans 13:11–14

Matthew 24:36–44

Isaiah 11:1–10

Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19

Romans 15:4–13

Matthew 3:1–12

Isaiah 35:1–10

Psalm 146:4–9*

Canticle 3 or 15

James 5:7–10

Matthew 11:2–11

Isaiah 7:10–16

Psalm 80:1–7, 16–18*

Romans 1:1–7

Matthew 1:18–25

Isaiah 9:2–7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11–14

Luke 2:1–14, (15–20)

Isaiah 62:6–12

Psalm 97

Titus 3:4–7

Luke 2:(1–7), 8–20

Isaiah 52:7–10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1–4, (5–12)

John 1:1–14

•

•

•

• /

• / /

• / /

or �

12 25 10

12 25 10

12 25 10

/

11/28/10

12/12/10

12/19/10

12/5/10

The Lectionary Card™ by

St. Mark’s Press lists the RCL

readings for the year. It fits neatly

inside most lectionaries, Bibles, and

in

by J. Ted Blakley.

A Lector’s Guide & Commentary

to the RCL

The Presentation • 2/2/11

•

•

Malachi 3:1–4

Psalm 84 24:7–10

Hebrews 2:14–18

Luke 2:22–40

Isaiah 58:1–9a, (9b–12)

Psalm 112:1–9, (10)

1 Cor 2:1–12, (13–16)

Matthew 5:13–20

Deuteronomy 30:15–20

Sirach 15:15–20

Psalm 119:1–8

1 Corinthians 3:1–9

Matthew 5:21–37

Leviticus 19:1–2, 9–18

Psalm 119:33–40

1 Cor 3:10–11, 16–23

Matthew 5:38–48

Isaiah 49:8–16a

Psalm 131

1 Corinthians 4:1–5

Matthew 6:24–34

Exodus 24:12–18

Psalm 2 99

2 Peter 1:16–21

Matthew 17:1–9

Joel 2:1–2, 12–17

Isaiah 58:1–12

Psalm 103 103:8–14

2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10

Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21

Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7

Psalm 32

Romans 5:12–19

Matthew 4:1–11

or

or

or

or

or

Epiphany 5

Epiphany 6

Epiphany 7 •

Epiphany 8 •

Epiphany L •

Ash Wednesday •

Lent 1 •

LENT

�

2/6/11

2/13/11

2/20/11

2/27/11

3/6/11

3/9/11

3/13/11

Christmas 1 •

Holy Name

Christmas 2

The Epiphany

Epiphany 1

Epiphany 2 •

Epiphany 3

Epiphany 4

12 26 10

1 1 11

1 2 11

1 6 11

1 9 11

/ /

• / /

• / /

• / /

• / /

•

•

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Isaiah 61:10–62:3

Psalm 147 147:13–21

Galatians 3:23–25; 4:4–7

John 1:1–18

Numbers 6:22–27

Psalm 8

Galatians 4:4–7

Philippians 2:5–11

Luke 2:15–21

Jeremiah 31:7–14

Psalm 84 84:1–8

Ephesians 1:3–6; 15–19a

Matthew 2:13–15; 19–23

Luke 2:41–52

Matthew 2:1–12

Isaiah 60:1–6

Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14

Ephesians 3:1–12

Matthew 2:1–12

Isaiah 42:1–9

Psalm 29

Acts 10:34–43

Matthew 3:13–17

Isaiah 49:1–7

Psalm 40:1–12*

1 Corinthians 1:1–9

John 1:29–42

Isaiah 9:1–4

Psalm 27:1, 5–13*

1 Corinthians 1:10–18

Matthew 4:12–23

Micah 6:1–8

Psalm 15

1 Corinthians 1:18–31

Matthew 5:1–12

or

or

or

or

or

EPIPHANY

1/16/11

1/23/11

1/30/11

More info about the ™ can be found at .

Identifies the Episcopal adaptations to the Revised Common Lectionary.

* Indicates where the verse numbers of a psalm in the

differ from the verse numbers of that psalm in the Bible.

The Lectionary Card stmarkspress.net

�

Book of Common Prayer

THE LECTIONARY CARD™
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY:  EPISCOPAL EDITION

YEAR A
2010–2011

SPANISHWe’ve got your lectionaries. And a little bit more.

Also available in

SPANISH

Main Features
all the lectionary readings
for the current liturgical year

the calendar date on
which the readings occur

the liturgical color of the day

all on a single card that
fits neatly inside most
lectionaries and Bibles.

TO ORDER call or email us at1-800-365-0439 stmarkspress@gmail.com.

Printed on 8½" × 11" low-glare card stock,

each card folds in half and fits neatly inside most

lectionaries and Bibles and

by J. Ted Blakley.

A Lector’s Guide and

Commentary to the RCL

10 $8.00

25 $17.50

50 $30.00

100 $50.00

for

for

for

for

Plus S/H

Plus S/H

Plus S/H

Plus S/H

$1.00$1.00$1.00just Plus S/H

THE LECTIONARY CARD™ is for Bishops

Priests Deacons Chaplains Lectors

Vestries Seminarians EFM Altar Guilds

Music, Choir, and Christian Ed Directors

Parish Administrators Church Secretaries

Sunday School Teachers Parishioners.

• • •

• • •

•

•

In short, ANYONE & EVERYONE!


