The Definite Article and the Preposition 2
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*This form of the definite article (J77) does not occur in the Hebrew Bible but is the theoretical historic form of the definite article that was an independent, non-
prefixed form. Though there is a debate as to whether this really is the historic form; it is included here in the table because it helps explain the changes that take
place when the definite article is prefixed to a word, typical changes caused by the assimilation of 3, changes the student will encounter elsewhere.
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**J12 ends in a 3 (like the theorized historic form of the d.a.), consequently when 113 prefixes a word changes take place similar to those of the definite article.

ASSIMILATION. \When no vowel separates, 3 assimilates, resulting in the doubling of the initial consonant, reflected in the presence of a doubling dagesh (a
dagesh forte). COMPENSATORY LENGTHENING. The nun is unable to assimilate because neither gutterals nor resh can double. Instead, the nun elides (disappears)
while the vowel compensates for the loss of the nun by undergoing compensatory lengthening. In the case of the definite arficle the patach lengthens into a
gamets; in the case of 12, the hireq lengthens into a tsere. VIRTUAL DOUBLING. Again gutturals do not double and so we would expect compensatory lengthening.
Yet with 1 and 1T (most of the time) we have virtual doubling, since as grammarians maintain the doubling has really occurred though it is not visible.
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