THE STRUCTURE OF JONAH:
SOME OBSERVATIONS
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"Remove n'fi?BD as a later scribal gloss.

¥ Get rid of the maggeph so that 55 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.

? Only one accent for o".

' Only one accent for 798.

" Get rid of the maqqeph so that *227 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.
' Get rid of the maqqeph so that IMaIK receives an accent.
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' Remove n'fi?BD as a later scribal gloss.

? Get rid of the maggeph so that 55 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.
3 Only one accent for 0.

*Only one accent for 7.

> Get rid of the maqgeph so that *327 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.
¢ Get rid of the maqgeph so that M3 receives an accent.



Hebrew Poetry:

A System of
Twos and Threes
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' i—ﬁ:v A System of Twos and Threes

2 or 3 stress units make up a verset
2 or 3 versets make up a poetic line
2 or 3 lines make up a strophe

2 or 3 strophes make up a stanza

2 or 3 stanzas make up a section

line = colon = stich (pronounced “stick™)
bicolon/distich = a line made up of 2 cola
tricolon/tristich = a line made up of 3 cola



J. Ted Blakley
see page 8 of this file for illustrations of these terms with respect to Jonah
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¢ A System of Twos and Threes

According to John F. Hobbins,

“In a system of ‘twos and threes,’
the strophe, more than the line,
turns out to be a self-contained
semantic, syntactic, and prosodic

unity.”




oM Jonah 2:3-10 as an
__'._1_1 Individual Thanksgiving

Introduction: the individual
¥ addresses the congregation, citing
| '_ ! the reason for her thanksgiving 4
Body: the experience of the individual
sup, Conclusion: the individual expresses i
4¢ trust in God and makes a vow to
offer public testimony and to make a
et libation offering, that Is, an offering of ,'.m
$-%2 something that is poured out. '




JONAH 2:3-10

strophe

stanza
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' Remove n'fi?BD as a later scribal gloss.

? Get rid of the maggeph so that 55 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.

3 Only one accent for 0.
*Only one accent for 7.

> Get rid of the maqgeph so that *327 receives an accent, though this doesn’t change the fact that it is in construct.
¢ Get rid of the maqgeph so that M3 receives an accent.


J. Ted Blakley
עַיּ ֽ ַו
3+2 3+2 ן ֶט֧ ֶבּ ִמ לֹו ֛א ְשׁ י ִתּ ְע֖ ַוּ ע֥ ַמ ָשׁ יֽ ִלֹוק ׃
4+21 3+2 4 י ִנ֤ ֵכי ִל ְשׁ ַתַּו ב֣ ַב ְל ִ

J. Ted Blakley
י ִתא ָר ָ ֠ק ה ָר֥ ָצּ ִמ י֛ עַיּ ֽ ַו
3+2 3+2 ן ט֧ ֶבּ ִמ לֹו ֛

J. Ted Blakley
ֶר ָבּ ְשׁ ִמ־ל ָכּ ךָי֖ ֶלַּג ְו י֥ ַל ָע ׃וּר ֽ ָבָע
3+2 ֣ ִנֲאַו י ִתּ ְר ַ֔מ ָא י ִתּ ְשׁ ֖ ַרְג

J. Ted Blakley
֣ ֶנּ ִמ ךָי֑ ֶני ֵע
3+2 3+2 ךְ֚ ַא ףי֣ ִסֹוא טי ִ֔בּ ַה ְ כי ֵה־ל ֶא ׃ךָ ֽ ֶשׁ ְד ָק
4+23 3+2 6 י ִנוּ ֤פ ָפֲא ֙ ם שׁ ֶפ֔ ֶנ־ד ַע םֹו ֖ה ְתּ ֹס ְי י ִנ֑ ֵב ְב
3+2 3+2 ףוּ ֖ס שׁוּ ֥ב ָ שׁאֹ ר ְל י֤ ֵב ְצ ִק ְל ֙ םי ִר ָה
2+3 2+3 7b ֔ ַרָי ץ ֶר֛ ָא ָה ָהי֥ ֶח ִר ְבּ י ֖ ִדֲע ַב ם֑ ָלֹוע
3+2 לַע֧ ַתַּו ת ַח֛ ַשּׁ ִמ י֖ ַיּ ַח ה֥ ָוה ְי ׃י ֽ

J. Ted Blakley
verset

J. Ted Blakley
stanza

J. Ted Blakley
line

J. Ted Blakley
strophe




