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The Qal Perfect Conjugation — Detailed

3ms
“HE KILLED”

3FS
“SHE KILLED"

ms
“YOU KILLED”

1
“YOU KILLED”

1CS
“I KILLED”

3CP
“THEY KILLED”

2mP
“YOU KILLED”

2FP
“YOU KILLED”

1CP
“WE KILLED”
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The 3MS is is the lexical
form of the verb. It does not
have a sufformative.

The addtion of an open
consonantal sufformative
does not cause any
changes in syllabification,
accent, or vowels.

So the only difference
between these forms and
the lexical form are the suf-
formatives themselves.

The addition of a closed
consonantal sufformative
does not cause any
changes in syllabification.
Yet, because the suffor-
mative takes the accent, the
first syllable, which had
been pretonic (near open)
is now propretonic (distant
open), thus resulting in the
reduction of its vowel.

The addition of a vocalic
sufformative causes
changes in syllabification,
accent, and vowel pattern.

+ The second syllable
is accented.

+ The second syllable
is accented.

+ Silent shewa

+ The |ast syllable
is accented.

+ Vocal shewa then
silent shewa

+ The |ast syllable
is accented.

* Vocal shewa

+ First syllable is open.
Note the metheg that
indicates this.

*|n the 2FS form, note that both shevas are silent, thus making the 2FS the only two-syllable form in the perfect paradigm, all others being

three-syllable.
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The Qal Imperfect Conjugation — Detailed

3MS
“HE WILL KILL”

3FS
“SHE WILL KILL”

ms
“YOU WILL KILL”

2FS
“YOU WILL KILL”

1CS
“I WILL KILL”

3mpP
“THEY WILL KILL

3FP
“THEY WILL KILL

2mp
“YOU WILL KILL

2FP
“YOU WILL KILL”

1CP
“WE WILL KILL”
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The addition of a consonantal suf-
formative results in an additional
syllable, but the accent remains
on the second syllable, and so no
changes occur in the voweling
pattern.

The addition of a vocal sufforma-
tive causes changes in syllabifica-
tion, accent, and voweling
patterns.

* Holem theme vowel

* Holem theme vowel remains.

* Holem theme vowel reduces to a
vocalic shewa.

+ The second syllable is accented.

+ The second syllable is accented.

* Both shewas are silent.

* The last syllable is accented.

+ Silent shewa then vocal shewa
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