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 IMPERFECT IMPERFECT  VOLITIONAL  INFINITIVES 

 FORMATION  JUSSIVE IMPERATIVE COHORTATIVE CONSTRUCT ABSOLUTE 

3MS 
HE --O-yI ljoq.yI ljoq.yI  

3FS 
SHE --O-Ti ljoq.Ti ljoq.Ti  

2MS 
YOU --O-Ti ljoq.Ti ljoq.Ti  ljoq. ljoq. lAjq'

2FS 
YOU y-I--Ti ylij.q.Ti ylij.q.Ti ylij.qi  ljoq'

1CS 
I --O-a, ljoq.a, hl'j.q.a,  

3MP 
THEY W---yI Wlj.q.yI  Wlj.q.yI  

3FP 
THEY hn"--O-Ti hn"ljoñq.Ti hn"ljoñq.Ti  

2MP 
YOU W---Ti Wlj.q.Ti Wlj.q.Ti Wlj.qi  

2FP 
YOU hn"--O-Ti hn"ljoñq.Ti hn"ljoñq.Ti hn"ljoñq.  

1CP 
WE --O-nI ljoq.nI hl'j.q.nI  

  IMPERFECT JUSSIVE IMPERATIVE COHORTATIVE INF. CON. INF. ABS. 

 FORMATION 

Afformatives 
with holam 

theme vowel 

Identical to the 
3rd and 2nd 

person  
imperfect 

(for most verbs) 

2nd person 
imperfect 
minus the 

preformatives 

1st person  
imperfect + hn" 
causing vowel 

reduction 

Same as 2MS 
imperative. 

 

 
BASIC  

FUNCTION 
incomplete 

action 
3rd and 2nd 

Person Volition 
2nd Person 
Command 

1st Person 
Volition   

 
MORE 

SPECIFIC 
FUNCTIONS 

• incomplete 
action 

• future 
• habitual or 

customary  
• modal 
• express an  

absolute or 
permanent 
prohibition 

• express strong 
wish or desire 
(positively or 
negatively) 

• issue a mild 
command  

• express an  
immediate,  
specific, and 
non-durative 
prohibition 

• express direct 
commands, 
demanding 
(immediate) 
action 

• Only used 
for positive 
commands; 
never for 
negative 
commands 

• express a 
wish, request, 
or command 

• express pur-
pose or result 

• express nega-
tive wish 

• express mild 
prohibition 

• verbal noun 
• purpose (l.) 
• temporal clause 

(B. or K.) 
• complementary 

infinitive 

• finite verb 
• emphasis — 

preceeds  
finite verb 

• continuity —  
follows 
finite verb 

 NEGATION al{ la;  la;   

 

or 




